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Abstract
Purpose - This study examines how two major Arabic-language news outlets, Al Jazeera

Arabic and CNN Arabic, construct divergent discursive narratives surrounding the death
of American conservative activist Charlie Kirk.

Design/Methodology/Approach -Employing Teun A. van Dijk’s Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), this qualitative study analyzes eight news texts published between
September and October 2025. The analysis covers three textual levels macrostructure,
superstructure, and microstructure, while integrating socio-cognitive models and
broader sociopolitical contexts. All quotations from Arabic sources are preserved in their
original form to maintain analytical accuracy.

Findings - The findings reveal a systematic divergence in media framing between the
two outlets. Al Jazeera Arabic situates the incident within a broader narrative of political
polarization, ideological conflict, and structural instability in the United States, thereby
transforming the event into a symbol of wider sociopolitical crisis. In contrast, CNN
Arabic frames the same event as a procedural criminal case, relying predominantly on
official statements, law enforcement sources, and institutional discourse. These
differences are not merely stylistic, but reflect contrasting socio-cognitive models,
editorial ideologies, and institutional orientations regarding the role of journalism and
political interpretation.

Research Limitation/Implications - Although limited to two outlets, the research
demonstrates the usefulness of CDA in unveiling ideological layers and interpretive
dynamics in Arab media coverage of U.S. political events.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Charlie Kirk, Framing, Van Dijk

Abstrak
Tujuan - Penelitian ini bertujuan menganalisis bagaimana dua media berbahasa Arab,

Al Jazeera Arabic dan CNN Arabic, membangun narasi wacana yang berbeda dalam
memberitakan kematian aktivis konservatif Amerika, Charlie Kirk.

Desain/Metode/Pendekatan - Dengan menggunakan Analisis Wacana Kritis (AWK)
model Teun A. van Dijk, penelitian kualitatif ini menganalisis delapan teks berita yang
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diterbitkan antara September dan Oktober 2025. Analisis dilakukan pada tiga tingkat
struktur teks makrostruktur, superstruktur, dan mikrostruktur, serta dikaitkan
dengan kognisi sosial dan konteks sosial-politik. Seluruh kutipan dari teks Arab
dipertahankan dalam bentuk aslinya.

Hasil Temuan - Hasil penelitian menunjukkan adanya perbedaan mendasar dalam
pembingkaian media antara kedua outlet. Al Jazeera Arabic menempatkan peristiwa
tersebut dalam narasi yang lebih luas tentang polarisasi politik, konflik ideologis, dan
krisis struktural di Amerika Serikat, sehingga menjadikan kematian Charlie Kirk
sebagai simbol ketegangan politik yang lebih dalam. Sebaliknya, CNN Arabic
membingkai peristiwa yang sama sebagai kasus kriminal prosedural, dengan
penekanan pada pernyataan resmi, sumber kepolisian, dan institusi negara.
Perbedaan ini mencerminkan variasi dalam model kognisi sosial, ideologi redaksional,
serta identitas institusional masing-masing media.

Keterbatasan/Implikasi Penelitian - Penelitian hanya mengkaji dua media,
penelitian ini menunjukkan nilai CDA dalam mengungkap lapisan ideologis dan
dinamika interpretatif dalam pemberitaan media Arab mengenai peristiwa politik AS.

Kata kunci: Analisis Wacana Kritis, Charlie Kirk, Framing, Van Dijk
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1 Abdul Wahab Al-Haddad, Al-ilam wa al-lughah al-‘Arabiyyah al-fusha (Majallah Dawliyyah
Muhakkamah, 2021); Najm Abed Khalaf Aleessawi, “Al-baramij al-‘ilmiyyah fi al-ilam al-‘Arabi: al-
wagqi‘ wa al-fajwah,” 2024.
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2 Sahar Hadi Hasan, Daur al-lughah al-‘Arabiyyah fi at-ta‘bir ‘an al-qadhaya al-mu‘dsirah: Tahlil al-
khitab as-siyast wa al-i'lami (LISAN AL-ARAB, 2025).
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3 Teun A.van Dijk, “Principles of Critical Discourse Analysis,” Discourse & Society 4, no. 2 (1993):
249-83; Teun A Van Dijk, Discourse and Power (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).

4 Qayssar Jabbar Gatea, “Tahlil al-khitab al-ilami,” 2021; Al-Buraidiyyah, Ruqayyah bint Saif bin
Hamid. (2023).Manahij tahlil al-khitab as-siyasi (Majallah ‘llmiyyah Nisf Sanawiyyah
Muhakkamah, n.d.).
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5> Dijk, “Principles of Critical Discourse Analysis.”
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6 R. Wodak, “Pragmatics and Critical Discourse Analysis: A Cross-Disciplinary Inquiry".Pragmatics
&,” Cognition 15, no. 1 (2007): 203-25.

7D. Machin and A. Mayr, How to Do Critical Discourse Analysis: A Multimodal Introduction (Sage,
2012).

8 N. Fairclough, “Critical Discourse Analysis and the Marketization of Public Discourse",” Discourse &
Society 24, no. 4 (2013): 453-79; Gatea, “Tahlil al-khitab al-i‘lami1.”
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9 Teun A.van Dijk, “Ideology and Discourse Analysis,” Journal of Political Ideologies 11, no. 2 (2006):
115-40.
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10 RM. Entman, “Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm",” Journal of
Communication 43, no. 4 (1993): 51-58.
11 Soda Mouradian et al., “Tahlil al-khitab al-adabi fi khutbat al-ashbah,” 2021.
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12]E. Richardson, “Analysing Newspapers: An Approach from Critical Discourse Analysis",”
Journalism Studies 8, no. 1 (2007): 141-56.r
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13 Dijk and Teun A, Discourse and Power (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).
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14 Fairclough, “Critical Discourse Analysis and the Marketization of Public Discourse"”; Abdul
Wahab Al-Haddad, Al-ilam wa al-lughah al-‘Arabiyyah al-fusha (Majallah Dawliyyah
Muhakkamah, 2021).

15 Entman, “Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm"”; Ghilous Salah, “Fi tahlil al-
khitab,” 2024.
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21 Fairclough, “Critical Discourse Analysis and the Marketization of Public Discourse".”
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22 Richardson, “Analysing Newspapers: An Approach from Critical Discourse Analysis".”
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