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Abstract
Purpose - This article aims to examine students’ perceptions of the level of difficulty of
I'rab and to analyze its impact on their motivation to learn Nahwu by considering the
cognitive and affective dimensions involved in the learning process.

Design/Methodology/Approach - This study employed a qualitative descriptive
approach, with data collected through an open-ended questionnaire. The sample
consisted of 39 undergraduate students of the Arabic Language Education program,
selected using purposive sampling based on their experience in studying I'rab. The data
were analyzed thematically through data reduction, categorization, and conclusion
drawing to obtain a comprehensive understanding of students’ learning experiences.

Findings - The findings indicate that most students perceive 1'rab as a difficult subject
due to the complexity of grammatical rules, the abstract nature of syntactic concepts,
and the high demands of sentence structure analysis. These perceptions are closely
linked to cognitive challenges and emotional responses, such as doubt and anxiety.
Nevertheless, the difficulty of I'rab was also found to function as a challenge-based
motivator for some students.

Research Limitation/Implications - This study is limited by the scope of respondents
and its focus on a single institutional context. However, the findings offer important
implications for developing adaptive Nahwu teaching strategies that balance cognitive
demands and affective support.

Keywords: i'rab difficulty perception, learning motivation, nahwu.

Abstrak
Purpose- Artikel ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji persepsi mahasiswa terhadap tingkat
kesulitan Irdb serta menganalisis dampaknya terhadap motivasi belajar Nahwu
dengan meninjau aspek kognitif dan afektif yang menyertai proses pembelajaran.

Design/Methodology/Approach- Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif
kualitatif dengan teknik pengambilan data melalui angket terbuka. Sampel penelitian
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terdiri atas 39 mahasiswa Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab yang dipilih secara
purposive sampling berdasarkan pengalaman mempelajari I‘rab. Data dianalisis
secara tematik melalui tahapan reduksi, kategorisasi, dan penarikan kesimpulan
untuk memperoleh gambaran komprehensif mengenai pengalaman belajar
mahasiswa.

Findings— Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa mayoritas mahasiswa memersepsi
I'rdb sebagai materi yang sulit karena kompleksitas aturan, abstraknya konsep
sintaksis, serta tingginya tuntutan analisis struktur kalimat. Persepsi kesulitan
tersebut berkaitan dengan tantangan kognitif dan respons emosional seperti
keraguan dan kecemasan. Namun demikian, kesulitan /'rab juga ditemukan dapat
berfungsi sebagai pemicu motivasi berbasis tantangan pada sebagian mahasiswa.

Research Limitation/Implications- Keterbatasan penelitian ini terletak pada
cakupan responden yang terbatas dan fokus pada satu konteks institusional, namun
temuan penelitian ini memberikan implikasi penting bagi pengembangan strategi
pembelajaran Nahwu yang adaptif dan berorientasi pada keseimbangan aspek
kognitif dan afektif.

Kata kunci: persepsi kesulitan i’rab, motivasi belajar, nahwu
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